RYE  AND   WINCHELSEA

laudable activities in the eighteenth century. To judge from
the lovely Georgian houses in both towns there must have been
prosperity. In that century Rye had an unexpected royal
visitor in the person of George I, whose ship was driven ashore
on that coast. He stayed in the mayor's house, was suitably
gracious, stood godfather to the mayor's newly arrived son
and departed amid the acclamations of the town. Both towns
continued to send two members to Parliament, but Rye was
by now a * rotten ' and Winchelsea a ' pocket' borough and in
both the town government had been absorbed by a small
family group to the exclusion of the rights of the townspeople.
A spirited struggle took place in Rye in the nineteenth century
for the recovery of these rights from the oligarchy, but it only
ended with the Reform Bill of 1832, which disfranchised
Winchelsea and reduced Rye to one member on a reformed
franchise*

But politics have nothing to do with the charm of these two
towns, in which, if greatness has departed, beauty remains
mercifully preserved from modern industrialism or suburban
development*
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